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ALPZA Launches Regional Campaign to Halt lllegal
Wildlife Trafficking in Latin America

On the International Day Against lllegal Wildlife Trafficking, the association warns
of a post-pandemic surge in wildlife crime across digital markets and social media
platforms.

JUNE 25, 2026. — The Latin American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums (ALPZA)
launched today a regional campaign to curb the illegal trade of species, marking the International
Day Against lllegal Wildlife Trafficking. The initiative alerts both the public and policymakers to an
alarming shift of this crime toward digital marketplaces and social media platforms, a trend that
has intensified in the post-pandemic era.

lllegal wildlife trafficking currently ranks as the world’s fourth most lucrative illegal industry,
generating between 7 and 10 billion dollars annually, a figure that climbs to 20 billion dollars when
including illegal fishing and logging. This crime does not only destroy biodiversity; it operates in
collusion with organized crime networks that also drive drug trafficking, weapons smuggling,
human trafficking, and money laundering.

The statistics across the region are devastating. Nine out of ten animals captured in the wild die
during transport, and commercial pressure has led to population declines of up to 71% for certain
vulnerable species, directly impacting more than half of all protected species over the last decade.

“As a region, we require a coordinated response that combines science, education, and
institutional cooperation, and that is precisely what this campaign aims to activate,” stated
Rodolfo Raigoza, President of ALPZA.

The Changing Map of Trafficking in the Region

The campaign’s technical analysis reveals that reptiles and birds are the most heavily trafficked
groups in Latin America, driven by the demand for exotic pets. For birds, the poaching of parrot,
macaw, and parakeet eggs has reached critical levels, with an estimated 400,000 to 800,000 units
stolen annually. Mammals and amphibians, meanwhile, face severe selective poaching.

The campaign also warns of a rising trade in big cat body parts, particularly jaguar fangs, which
are increasingly trafficked as a substitute for tiger parts in Asian markets.

Experts indicate that the region faces a severe shortage of official data and public policies capable
of addressing this crisis. However, ALPZA emphasizes the importance of viewing illegal trafficking
as a crime tied to illicit economies that commercialize living beings within a transnational system.

The Critical Role of Zoos and Aquariums

In the absence of robust official data and comprehensive public policies in several countries
across the region, ALPZA members have established themselves as the primary pillars of
technical and educational response:

e Awareness Spaces: Over the past seven years, ALPZA members have hosted 150
million visitors, building a critical mass of informed citizens who reject keeping wild animals
as pets.



Rescue Centers: Member zoos and aquariums receive, rehabilitate, and provide
professional care for tens of thousands of animal victims of illegal trafficking every year.
Reintroduction: When proper biological data and optimal health conditions are met,
institutions coordinate the reintroduction of animals under strict international conservation
and welfare protocols, overseen by environmental authorities.

Capacity Building: Technical support and training are provided to government and law
enforcement agencies to ensure that seizures and wildlife management are conducted
with an animal welfare approach and proper sanitary standards.

“We must remember that every rescued animal represents a story of violent displacement,
but also an opportunity to turn millions of visitors into active allies against this crime.
Regional conservation is built through partnership,” noted Alexandra Guerra Ramirez,
Executive Director of ALPZA.

The communications and social awareness campaign begins simultaneously across media
outlets, digital platforms, and institutional spaces throughout Latin America, with materials
available in Spanish, English, and Portuguese.

About ALPZA

The Latin American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums (ALPZA) is the leading
organization representing the region's top zoological institutions and aquariums. It promotes
biodiversity conservation, environmental education, scientific research, and animal welfare in
Latin America, driving continuous improvement among its members.

Campaign Website: https://www.alpza.com/diacontraeltifs
ALPZA Website: https://www.alpza.com/

*k Please note that this page is available in Spanish only. Please use your
browser's translation feature to view the content.

Social Media:

Instagram: @alpza_latam
o Facebook: /alpzalatam

o LinkedlIn: /company/alpza
YouTube: @alpza_latam
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